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was a brave and merciful prince ; but he had to fight
for his throne, for his two brothers, Abd-Allah and
Suleiman, raised Merida and Toledo against him. He
overcame and forgave them both, and during his brief
reign continued to build mosques and palaces, and
imported many choice plants from the East and from
Africa, which spread into all the gardens of Europe.
He still retained the dignified simplicity of the
Ommeyad, and used to work in his garden with his
own hands ; and he was also a poet, writing Arabic
verses which were highly esteemed.
He founded schools, and forbade the use of any lan-
guage but Arabic, so that his Christian subjects used
Arabic gospels. He died in 796, and his son El
Hakem had another war with his uncles, Suleiman
and Abd-Allah. The former was killed in battle ; but
the latter, when subdued, 'was treated with the usual
clemency of the Ommeyads.
Al Hakem was, however, beginning to be tainted
with'the vices engendered by despotism. The title of
Khalif was given to him, and he had parted with the
simplicity of his forefathers, and began to live luxu-
riously, and listen to flattery. But conscience was
still awake in him. Of him is told a pretty story—that
a poor widow's ground having been forcibly taken from
her for the site of a pavilion, she went to the kadi, who
promised to obtain justice for her. He went to the
place, filled a sack with earth, and then begged the
Khalif, who was sitting before the pavilion, to help him
to place it on the back of his ass. Al Hakem said it
was too heavy. " Oh Khalif," then said the kadi, " if
thou canst not bear this load of earth, how wilt thou
endure the weight of the whole field when the widow

